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1/ Traduisez le texte ci-dessous en frangais
2/ Présentez et explicitez trois de vos choix traductionnels en francais (pour les candidats ayant le
francais langue maternelle uniquement)

Students can’t get off their phones. Schools
have had enough.

Administrators see them as an intensifying distraction — or,
worse, a tax on students’ mental health

When students returned to school during the pandemic, educators quickly saw a change in
their cellphone habits. More than ever, they were glued to the devices during class — posting
on social media, searching YouTube, texting friends. So this year, schools in Ohio, Colorado,
Maryland, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Virginia, California and others banned the devices in
class to curb student obsession, learning disruption, disciplinary incidents and mental health
worries.

Most school systems already had cellphone bans in 2020, according to federal data, but the
pandemic brought more urgency to places with lenient rules or lax enforcement. Some
invested in ways to lock up phones away during school hours. Others forced students to keep
them hidden away — with strict penalties for violations.

The stakes are higher after the covid years, with many districts behind academically up to a
year or more and doing all they can to help students catch up. Some have come to see social
media — accessed via students’ phones — as a major contributor to poor mental health. A
string of school systems has filed suit against the platforms.

But many students — who use their phones for listening to music, arranging rides home,
checking on grades or assignments — are unhappy with the crackdowns. Some check in with
parents or coaches by text. Some think the decision should be theirs, not a school dictate.

Parents have been split on the issue, with many critics insisting their children need phones in
case of emergency.
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1/ Translate the following text into English
2/ Explain and comment three of your translation choices (for English native speakers only).

Des billets cotliteux pour financer les JO

Alors que 85% des Frangais s'inquietent du colt des Jeux olympiques 2024 de Paris, le porte-
parole du comité olympique Michaél Aloisio promet que I'événement s'autofinance,
notamment grace a la vente des billets.

A 500 jours des Jeux olympiques de Paris 2024, les Frangais sont pessimistes. Selon un
sondage exclusif, si plus de la moitié d'entre eux (55%) assurent que les Jeux les font réver,
85% des Francais ont peur que les JO coltent trop chers aux contribuables, alors que le
budget a déja été revu a la hausse en raison de l'inflation.

« La partie olympique des Jeux s'autofinance. On a également une réserve pour aléas »,
affirme Michaél Aloisio.

Si la vente est un succes, avec déja 3,2 millions de billets qui se sont arrachés en 15 jours, de
nombreuses voix se sont élevées pour dénoncer des prix trop élevés, pour assister parfois a
des premiers tours de compétitions.

Se baigner dans la Seine sera-t-il possible pour les Jeux olympiques?

Pour les infrastructures, pas de panique non plus : « On construit entre 10 et 15% moins que
lors des autres Jeux olympiques. On s'appuie sur 95% de sites qui existent déja ou qui sont
temporaires », assure Mickaél Aloisio.

Et alors que la ville de Paris croule sous les déchets en raison de la gréve des éboueurs,
Emmanuel Macron se bat pour que I'on se baigne dans la Seine, afin que des épreuves de
natation y aient lieu. "Oui, il y aura des épreuves et nous laisserons en héritage des zones de
baignades", promet Mickaél Aloisio, alors que l'assainissement du fleuve doit codlter
1,4 milliard d'euros.

BFM, le 23 mars 2023
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3) Read the following text and complete the following exercises (for everyone):

Hollywood is poised to go on strike

Making movies and television isn’t all it’s cracked up to be

ONE HUNDRED years ago, the hills above Los Angeles got a facelift. A giant sign was
erected to advertise a new real-estate development. Its 13 letters, each 43 feet tall, spelled
“HOLLYWOODLAND” (“land” was later dropped). Yet instead of celebrating its centenary,
Hollywood is preparing for upheaval: screenwriters are poised to strike for the first time in
15 years.

Every three years the Alliance of Motion Picture and Television Producers, the trade group
for the studios, negotiates a new contract with the Writers Guild of America (WGA), the
writers’ union. This year negotiations look to be headed towards a cliff as studios and writers
grapple with the ways in which streaming has upended their business models and working
conditions, respectively. Some 9,000 WGA members, nearly 98% of those who voted, opted
to strike should their contract expire on May 1st without a deal.

The writers’ complaints boil down to two big issues. First is the amount of work on offer.
There were nearly 600 original scripted television shows in 2022, more than ever before. But
in the age of streaming, more content does not necessarily mean more work. Many writers’
rooms—where scribes try to wrangle ideas into scripts—Ilast for fewer weeks and employ
fewer writers than in the past. Inspiring particular ire are “mini rooms”’, where a few writers
map out several episodes before a show even gets the green light. “I do think it’s a cost-
cutting measure, it certainly is cheaper,” says Sean Collins-Smith, a writer on NBC’s cop
drama “Chicago PD”.

The second problem lies with “residuals”, which is what a writer gets paid each time an
episode or film they worked on is rebroadcast. In the Netflix era, films and TV shows can be
rebroadcast on demand. Writers argue that the industry has not yet found a way to equitably
adjust their payment system to account for this gargantuan change.

The effect of a writers’ strike would be felt across Hollywood. When shows stop production,
camera people, lighting operators and costume designers are also out of work. The businesses
surrounding the studios suffer. Late-night talk shows would be the first to go dark. The
Milken Institute, a think-tank in Santa Monica, reckons the previous writers’ strike in 2007
and 2008 cost California’s economy $2.1bn. A work stoppage could also set a precedent for
studios’ coming negotiations with the directors’ and actors’ unions.

Striking Hollywood writers may inspire less national sympathy than factory workers who
down tools, or even the cash-strapped graduate students who went on strike across California
last year. “I do think there’s a notion out there of the spoiled, entitled, glitz and glam lifestyle
of Hollywood writers,” admits Mr Collins-Smith. But “I know people who, when they got out
of their last room, immediately started driving for Uber.”

That is entirely possible. Los Angeles is the fourth-most-expensive city in the world,
according to an annual cost-of-living survey from EIU, The Economist’s sister company.
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“You come to LA for the land of opportunity,” says Jake Lawler, a 24-year-old writer who
moonlights as a stuntman to make ends meet. “But the peace-of-mind tax is way higher than
anywhere else in the country.”

The Economist, 28t April 2023

i) Rewrite the following sentences in your own words

a) Making movies and television isn’t all it’s cracked up to be
b) [...] look to be headed towards a cliff
c) [...] where scribes try to wrangle ideas into scripts

d) [...] spoiled, entitled, glitz and glam lifestyle

ii) Give synonyms for the following expressions:

grapple
boil down to

the first to go dark
cash-strapped
moonlights

iii) What do you understand by “the peace-of-mind tax”?

iv) In your own words, why has streaming changed the work situation in Hollywood?
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